VILLAGE LIFE

So you are now a
village person?

Amanda Carlin says there’s just as much to do in

the country

s the days and weeks fly by we
Asuddenly find ourselves in the

month of Aprill Well into spring,
the days are getting longer, the skies are
blue, breeze is tresh and the
countryside is a wonderful place to be!

We help the children to finish off the
last traces of their Faster eggs and vow
o go on a diet ready for summer.
Springtime and especially Easter
represent new beginnings and thoughts
of moving to pastures new seem to be in
the minds of many at this time. The
builders and development companies
will have been working hard all through
the winter to put up desirable housing,
m pristine, show home condition to
entice the hoards, wishing to purchase a
100% mortgageable properties with
optimum re-sale value.

Owr village is no exception. Over
the past three years we have seen four
new estates go up. The estates slowly
and surely fill, with new faces. Some
‘aces from surrounding areas and others
Tom towns and cities wanting a simpler

iife or better schooling for their children.
A Welcome for Newcomers

With this in mind the Parish Council
1 conjunction with the Parochial Church
Council, wanted to organise a special
welcome to all of the newcomers. We
liscussed many ways of doing this.
“ventually we came up with the idea of
1 History Day. The history of our Parish
lates back to the Iron Age with
xcavations providing evidence of a hill
ort settled by the Iceni Tribe as well as a
loman administration building. Moving
m to the present time, our village has a
nriving social calendar and we felt it
seneficial for all in the village to hear of
vhat goes on and more importantly how
o join in.

The village school kindly opened up
5 doors to everyone for a very
aformative Sunday afterncon. The
chool hall was packed as representatives
om groups and organisations within
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the village each delivered a five-minute
talk and gave invitations to join in. We
also had a talk from local historian
Maureen James, to inform the new
villagers of the village's vibrant and
colourful history. Entrance was free of
charge and we had a raffle and
refreshments.

It was a very popular afterncon. It
was publicised through the village
magazine, local press, radio stations and
flyers. Invitations were sent out to
village groups to come along if they wish
and also to organise a spokesman for the
afternoon, A simple agenda was put
together. The afternoon was chaired to
ensure everyone stuck to the specified 5-
minute time frame. Most groups grew in
size after this afternoon and everyone
within the village felt included. Due to
its success the Parish Council and
Parochial Church Council have decided
to join together to organise similar events
on a bi-annual basis.

Moving on from the "History Day’, it
was recognised that villagers needed to
know so much. For example emergency
numbers, the names and contact details
of Parish, District and County
Councillors, what goes on in the village
and who to contact if they wished to join
a group or indeed how to go about
starting up a group themselves. In fact

there has been three new groups set up
by new villagers, they include a
luncheon club, cross stitch club and an
aerobics and keep fit class. As you can
see quite a diverse offering and indeed
there is something for everyone available
within the village, even archery!

A Village Guide

The Parish Council were inspired by
this and a sub-committee was set up to
produce a Village Guide. The guide has
now been published and distributed to
every household within the village. We
even gained funding for printing. We
went about doing this, with a proposal to
produce the Village Guide coming from
the Parish Council Chair. Once
agreement had been made to go ahead
with the sub-committee formed, a brain
storming session was held. The brain
storming session decided what should be
included in the guide. Each person was
given a topic to work on and so the
guide came to life. We were able to gain
funding through the Community Chest,
with the aid of results from our Parish
Plan. A Parish Plan provides a vision of
how villagers would like the village to be
and for many communities it can be a
stepping-stone to applications for grants.
It starts life as a series of questions on
socio-economic and environmental
factors, which are put to every
household within the village. The results
of the questionnaire are compiled in
pamphlet form. The idea is to provide a
'snap-shot’ in time, advising of the
current resources and amenities within
the Parish and what the villagers would
like to see in the future. It is much easier
for your Parish Council or any project
management committee to gain funding
for your village if you have completed a
Parish Plan. Further information can be
found on Parish Plans at
www.countryside.govuk you can
download a free brochure called Parish
Plans-Guidance for Town and Parish
Coungils' or you can call 01242 533222,
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