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Rhinopatch Wins Again at Isle of Man TT

For the last 9 years, Isle of Man Highways Department has used Rhinopatch to repair the TT circuit and will be doing so again this year!

In 2006 the TT Races were televised to over 1.6 billion homes across the world and this year that number is set to increase as the race reaches its 100th anniversary. The world’s eyes will be concentrating on the circuit, motorcycles and riders more than ever before.  

Since 1999, Isle of Man Highways Department and the TT Course Maintenance Team have found working with ASI Solutions plc (ASI) and using their Rhinopatch road repair process to be a winning combination. As the public roads are of such great importance ASI’s Rhinopatch has been chosen to prepare the roads for the races as well keep them in good condition all year round. Rhinopatch’s infrared technology, heats up the surface defect in minutes. The area is sprayed with essential oils and binders that have been lost as part of the normal asphalt ageing process which causes the surface to crack and break down. In-situ recycling reduces the need for new materials by around 90% and there is absolutely no waste at all. The surface is then rollered and sprayed with Rhinophalt – a Gilsonite-based rejuvenator and preservative – as the final step in creating a joint-free, ‘right first time’ repair. Rhinopatch completely eliminates the practice of ‘dig out and remove’ and is a more cost-effective road repair solution, only taking 15 minutes from start to finish. This makes life much easier for both the Highways Department and motorcyclists, saving on costs, time, carbon emissions and most importantly provides safer riding conditions, especially in the wet, with a joint-free, permanent repair.

Rhinopatch is the only infrared process to meet or exceed current government, environmental and health & safety legislation with full HAPAS/DfT approval certified by the British Board of Agrément. It’s quieter, safer and greener and reduces carbon dioxide emissions by a huge 76% over conventional methods.

The Isle of Man Highways Department’s Cyclic Maintenance Manager, Orry Mitchell, said: “Rhinopatch is once again helping us bring the 37¾ miles long TT Mountain Course up to the required standard as part of a complete programme of works in readiness for the two-week event in June. The repair process is fast which helps reduce any inconvenience and delays to our existing road users as we do not have to dig up the road where Rhinopatch can be used.”     

...more

The TT has an interesting history: in 1904 Gordon Bennett wanted to run car trials but at the time the UK had strict speed limits in place and the law prohibited roads from being closed for road racing.  A proposal was put to the Isle of Man government, where there were no speed limits and new legislation was implemented to enable public roads to be closed for racing so the trials could go ahead.

Later, the Auto Cycle Club had identified the need for a British Motorcycle Race. As legislation was already in place, the club approached the Isle of Man government. Permission was granted and in 1907 the TT was born. The tortuous Mountain Circuit spreads along 37¾ miles of public roads, closed each year for the TT races. To ride the roads, a competitor requires exceptional nerve, skill and precision all of which provide onlookers with an amazing spectacle, however over the years there have been many trials and tribulations for the annual event to overcome; fatalities, world wars, the loss of world championship status and even foot and mouth disease.  Still for two weeks of each year, the TT races attract approximately 40,000 spectators and 12,000 motorcycles from all over the world; bikers travel for miles over land and sea with or without their own bikes to the Isle of Man, the road racing capital of the world.  
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About ASI Solutions plc

ASI Solutions plc is a developer and worldwide provider of sustainable surface technology for infrastructure maintenance.

The company’s objective is to eliminate traditional and problematic methodology and to provide compelling alternatives for governments, local authorities, contractors and owners to use as an integral part of their surface preservation and maintenance programme.

With a portfolio of unique repair and preservation processes for bituminous, concrete and stone surfaces, ASI Solutions plc offers sustainable asset management solutions for motorways, roads, footpaths, airfields, bridge structures, railway networks, docks, sea defences, car parks, historic buildings and monuments. These innovative processes hold a proven track record and are Government endorsed through the attainment of the relevant national approvals.

Rhinopatch, Rapidrhino and Rhinophalt are all registered trademarks of ASI Solutions plc. Chem-Crete Pavix CCC100 is a registered trademark of International Chem-Crete Corporation but is distributed exclusively in the UK by ASI.
